Genetic variation in Nigeria. I. The genetics of phenylthiourea tasting ability.
Phenylthiourea (PTC) taste sensitivity thresholds have been measured for 2,013 Nigerians using a modified sorting technique. The frequency of non-tasters was observed to be 12.5% and the t gene frequency was 0.354. There was a significant difference between the sexes at the 0.01 level for the overall population. However, when the data are analyzed according to the geographical origin of the subject, the sex difference is found only in one of three geographical regions. Also, there may be geographical influences on PTC taste sensitivity, although this was not statistically significant. The estimates reported in this population differ considerably from some of the previously published estimates for black populations.